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Dennis Gallon, Principal  Kristi Mullenax, Vice Principal
154 Crosby Road, Morgantown, WV 26508
Phone: (304) 594-2772  Fax: (304) 594-2283
Attendance Line: (304) 291-9203

PTO Directory &
Website

Thank you to all who have
updated their accounts on our
PTO website. If you have not
already updated your account,
please visit www.clespto.com and
update your email address,
student entries and teachers'
names. You will then receive PTO
emails, including information
about dates and events as well as
links to PTO newsletters.
Please note that the CLES PTO
and Mountaineer Middle School
PTO websites are linked, and, if
you have students at both
schools, you can access both
pages with one login. If you have
forgotten your password, use the
“password reset” to have a link
emailed to you. If you experience
other technical issues with your
account, please contact:
Linda Jackson
(lindajackson.cles@gmail.com).

Newsletter Editor
If you have information to include
in the newsletter, please contact:
Linda Jackson
lindajackson.cles@gmail.com
(304) 680-0589
Deadline is the 20th of each
month.

A Message from Our Principal
Welcome Back to a new school year
at Cheat Lake Elementary. We have
had a terrific start to the school year,
and we’re eager to experience the
excitement of learning and growing
into leaders…one child at a time.
New Faces
We have many new faces to
introduce. Please welcome: Cindy
Modecki (Academic Coach), Courtney
Kennell (Psychologist), Brenda Barlow
(Secretary), Danielle Fortney (Pre-K
teacher),
Heather
Lewis
(Kindergarten teacher), Nicky Decker
(1st-grade teacher), Jaclyn Stamile (1st
-Grade teacher), Leslie Cyphert (4th Grade teacher), Judy Hrabak (4th Grade teacher), Yvette Casdorph
(Special Education Resource teacher),
Katie White (TAG teacher), Steven
Ware (P.E. teacher), Laura Bandura
(Librarian), Jacklyn Kapaldo (Special
Education Assistant), Sarah Meyers
(Special Education Assistant), Tammy
Carr (Special Education Assistant),
Katie Howell (Special Education
Assistant Substitute) and Will Young
(Custodian).
Our enrollment is 811 students, and
everyone has done an incredible job
of learning the routines of the school.
Arrival and dismissal have gone like
clockwork. Kudos to everyone for an
awesome beginning!
Kindness and a New School Pantry
Our mission is, “Growing Leaders,
One Child at a Time,” and kindness is
our cornerstone. We truly appreciate
everything you do to support your
children and the school staff.

As we work to promote kindness, we
are pleased to announce, that CLES is
now a Pantry Plus More, Inc. School
Pantry Site. Pantry Plus More, Inc.
combats child hunger and has stocked
our food pantry for our students and
families. An informational flyer will be
sent home with details about how the
Pantry operates, and we hope this
helps many in our school community!
Regarding Food Treats at School
CLES students have two school parties
each year. A variety of foods may be
offered, but homemade food items
are not permitted. With so many food
allergies, ingredients
must be
identifiable, so please purchase food
items with ingredient labels.
Additionally, while student birthdays
may be acknowledged in class, we are
not able to distribute food or other
treats. Please do not send cupcakes,
cookies or other items to the school
because we will not accept
deliveries. We don’t want children to
have a sugar overload.
Finally, many of our students are able
to make arrangements to go home
with friends. If your child is going
home with a friend, or is bringing a
friend home, please write a note to
the teacher, especially if a bus is
involved. Teachers will send notes to
the office for verification. Drivers will
not permit “visiting” students to ride
their buses without a note approved
by the school office.
Welcome Back!
Mr. Gallon
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Yearbook Committee Meeting

Fall Grandparents’ Breakfast

The CLES Yearbook Committee is
having an informational meeting
on September 6th at 9:15 a.m. in
the LGI room. Join us to find out
how you can help to capture all
the memories for the 2018-19 school year. New
volunteers are welcome! If you have any questions
or would like to volunteer for this
committee, please contact Linda Jackson
(lindajackson.cles@gmail.com).

CLES students with last names
starting with A-M and their
grandparents or grandparent
figures are invited to spend a
special morning together on
Friday, October 5th. More
details, including an RSVP form & ticket purchasing
information, will be sent home in student backpacks
nearer the date. A second Grandparents’ Breakfast will
be held on April 5th for students with last names starting
with N-Z. This event is organized by the administration.

Let Your Imagination Grow! Scholastic Book Fair 2018
Submitted by Mrs. Bandura, CLES Librarian
Follow the pixie dust and enter a world of fantasy at the Enchanted
Forest Book Fair! The magic begins October 5th with Grandparents’
Breakfast and ends on Friday, October 12th. Mark your calendars for
our Family Night on Thursday, October 11th from 4-7 p.m. Be on the
lookout for a class schedule and a preview flyer so that you know
what day your little dragon or unicorn will visit the book fair and how
to shop the online book fair. There will also be information about a
new book fair feature: the E-Wallet! We are looking for volunteers to
help out before and during the fair. If you have not already
volunteered for this committee and would like to help, please contact
Lindsay Newman (lindsaynewman.cles@gmail.com).

Beautification Committee
Submitted by Heidi Sherwin, Beautification Committee
Co-Chair
Hello CLES Families! My name is Heidi Sherwin, and my
husband, Michael, and I are the new co-chairs of the
Beautification Committee. We look forward to
maintaining the beauty of the school's landscaping, as
well as initiating some new nature projects around the
school grounds.
One exciting project on the horizon is the revitalization
of the CLES Nature Trail. The trail wanders through the
trees and along the creek and has a wonderful outdoor
classroom with benches. Michael and I will schedule a
Trail Clean-Up day in October where families can join in
to refresh the trail. The second phase of the project will
include some structural maintenance to some of the

trail steps and bridges. If you are interested in
helping the Beautification Committee, with
either school landscaping care or Nature Trail
support,
please
send
an
email
to heidisherwin11@gmail.com. Thank you and
have a BEAUTIFUL school year!
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Science Fair November 7th
Submitted by Jen Robertson-Honecker, Science Fair
Committee Co-Chair
The 13th annual Cheat
Lake Science Fair, a
family
event
for
students in grades K-5
that encourages CLES
students to think and act like young scientists, will
be held on Wednesday, November 7th from 6-8 p.m.
in the school cafeteria and gym. Student projects
should involve data collection or experimentation to
answer a question or test a hypothesis.
Prizes will be awarded at each grade level for the
most novel idea, the best presentation skills and the
best use of the scientific method. Volunteer groups
will also provide activity stations to student
participants with hands-on learning during the
event. Registration forms will be sent home in
student backpacks in September. Interested
students must complete and return the form to
their homeroom teachers by Friday, October 5th.

The Pantry Plus More at CLES
Submitted by Micah Weglinski, The Pantry Plus
More Committee Chair
Hello! My name is Micah
Weglinski, and I am
chairing the new food
pantry committee for
CLES. I am the vice
president for the Pantry
Plus More (PPM). The
PPM is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit that stocks nonperishable foods, personal hygiene products, clothing
and school supplies in the pantries at no cost. PPM is
currently in ten schools in Mon County, with the mission
of ending childhood hunger in the county. I am proud to
announce that CLES is one of two new food pantries that
the PPM is opening for the 2018-19 school year! I would
like to thank Mr. Gallon for his support.
The pantry is open to all students and teachers. They are
able to “shop” every day for the basic necessities so they
can focus on learning. Education is the great equalizer

Field Day Update
Submitted by Shelly Barrick Parsons, Field Day
Committee Co-Chair
The

field day committee
thanks
all
the
volunteers,
teachers,
staff and administration
for a wonderful field
day in May. THANK
YOU for your dedication
and enthusiasm. We look forward to another fun
field day in the spring of 2019. Please sign up to
volunteer on the PTO website (www.clespto.com)
under the “Committees” tab. Co-chairs Jennifer
McBee and Shelly Barrick Parsons will begin plans
in the winter and contact volunteers then.
We are in need of at least two volunteers to begin
working with us as future field day co-chairs.
Jennifer will finish this year and Shelly next
year. Contact Jennifer (jhmcbee@comcast.net)
and Shelly (shellybp@gmail.com) if you are
interested in volunteering to co-chair in the future
and work alongside us this year and next!
for our children. By providing school supplies, students
in our community no longer have to worry about being
ready to learn. By providing hygiene products, we
relieve the stress of being shamed and bullied. Young
girls do not have to miss school or risk their health
because of overuse or lack of hygiene products.
Everything is free, and the visits to the pantry are
confidential to ensure trust and privacy for these
children.
The PPM has a partnership with the Mountaineer Food
Bank to get fresh produce and food deliveries at various
times throughout the month. I am working with Mr.
Gallon to open the pantry after school one or two days a
month to parents and grandparents so that they can
receive fresh food.
The pantry will be stocked and ready to go after the
Labor Day weekend. There will be volunteer
opportunities, so if you are interested in getting
involved, please email me (micahweg@gmail.com). I am
open to all ideas on how we can improve the program in
the school, so please feel free to share them with me. I
hope you have a great day!
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Easy Fundraising: Something Big to SMILE About
AmazonSmile
Do you shop online at Amazon?
If so, each time you shop, a portion of your
purchase price can come back the CLES PTO!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with
the same products, prices and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The only difference is that when you
shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of eligible products to the charitable organization of
your choice.

Box Tops For Education
Submitted
by
Mandy Carpernter,
CLES PTO Box Tops
Committee Chair
Start saving your
Box Tops for our
Back-to-School contest, which runs through
October 19th. Box Tops for Education gives our
school 10 cents for each Box Top submitted, which
really adds up! Please tell your friends, family and
coworkers to save their Box Tops, too. Every Box
Top counts! Last year CLES earned more than
$2,000 from Box Tops, and our goal this year is
$2,500. Box Tops are found on many products,
including General Mills, Ziploc, Hefty, Nature Valley,
Lysol, Betty Crocker, Old El Paso and many more!
Visit www.btfe.com for a full list of products. This
participating products list, along with collection
sheets, are also available on the PTO website
(www.clespto.com), under the “More Info” and
“Forms and Flyers” tabs.
A Box Tops letter and collection sheet was sent
home in student backpacks. If you have any
questions, please contact Mandy Carpenter
(mdrsar@aol.com).

How to shop AmazonSmile:
1. Go to smile.amazon.com or follow this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/821660415
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com login and
password
3. Choose “Cheat Lake Elementary School
PTO” as your charitable organization
4. Shop and complete your transaction as
usual
5. Add a bookmark to for smile.amazon.com
to make it even easier to login and shop at
AmazonSmile.

Kroger & Giant Eagle Cards
Earn money for CLES by doing your weekly
shopping! It’s as easy as registering your shopping
rewards cards! In doing so, Cheat Lake Elementary
receives a percentage of your purchases.
Kroger—Register your Kroger Rewards Card, and
link your Kroger Community Rewards card to Cheat
Lake Elementary School:
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
Please note that Kroger Community Rewards has
changed its policy. All participants will roll over and
stay enrolled in their organization instead of having
to re-enroll each year.
Giant Eagle—Register your Giant Eagle Advantage
Card with Apples for the Students to earn points for
your school. With every scan of your registered
Giant Eagle Advantage Card, points are
automatically credited to your selected school.
Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card
http://www.GiantEagle.com/AFTS

Encourage your friends and family to
register their cards, too!
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Red-Tailed Hawk Visits CLES
CLES first graders enjoyed a visit from Jesse Fallon
and Vince Slabe of the Avian Conservation Center of
Appalachia. Fallon and Slabe brought in a red-tailed
hawk on August 30th for a band and release
demonstration. For the full story, please follow the
following link to the Dominion Post’s story:
https://www.dominionpost.com/2018/08/30/rescu
ed-red-tailed-hawk-visits-cheat-lake-elementary/

Photo reproduced from the Dominion Post

A Message from the PTO Board…
Dear Families,
We are ready for another exciting and productive school year at Cheat Lake Elementary School. If you are a
returning family, thank you for your continued support of our organization! Without you, our organization
would not be able to assist in the many projects around the school that we hold near and dear to our
hearts. If you are new to Cheat Lake Elementary, welcome! We look forward to meeting you in the coming
months and hope you will join us in supporting our teachers and students at the PTO events that we have
scheduled for this year.
Please visit our website (www.clespto.com) to get involved or contact one of our board members. We hope
to see you at our first PTO meeting on Wednesday, September 12th at 6:30 p.m. in our LGI room, located in
the upper building.
We are a brand new board this year and look forward to the rewarding experience that awaits us in the
coming year. Let’s make it a good one!
Lindsay Newman – President – lindsaynewman.cles@gmail.com
Lauren Surbaugh – Treasurer – laurensurbaugh.cles@gmail.com
Steph Satterfield – Secretary – stephsatterfield.cles@gmail.com
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2018-19 CLES EXECUTIVE BOARD
President

September 12th
6:30 p.m.
LGI Room

Lindsay Newman
lindsaynewman.cles@gmail.com
(804) 929-7664

Vice President Vacant

Secretary

Stephanie Satterfield
stephsatterfield.cles@gmail.com
(304) 704-0775

Treasurer

Lauren Surbaugh
laurensurbaugh.cles@gmail.com
(412) 601-4148

Join us at our first meeting
of the 2018-19 school year!
All parents, guardians and teachers
are welcome!

CLES PTO WEBSITE: www.clespto.com
Visit us on the web and find:
 Teacher email addresses
 A calendar of CLES events
 PTO newsletters
 PTO meeting minutes
 Our online school directory
 Volunteer opportunities
 Copies of forms that were sent home

“LIKE” us on
FACEBOOK at
Cheat Lake Elementary
PTO
Updates and reminders are posted
often. Be sure to click the "get notifications" button
under the "liked" button from your computer, and
Facebook with notify you with a little red "1" when
information is posted.

Mark Your Calendars!
September

November

6
12
14
17

2
Custodian’s Day
4
Daylight Saving Time Ends (Turn Clocks Back)
6
NO SCHOOL
7
Science Fair, 6-8 p.m.
12 NO SCHOOL
14 PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LGI Room (Tentative Date)
19-23 NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break)

Yearbook Volunteer Meeting, 9:15 a.m., LGI Room
PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m., LGI Room
Mother-Son Event, 6:30-8 p.m., Lower soccer fields
NO SCHOOL

October
5
8
11
12
16
24
25
26
29
31

Grandparents’ Breakfast (Last Names A-M)
Scholastic Book Fair Begins (October 5-12)
NO SCHOOL
Parent-Teacher Conferences, 4-7 p.m.
Book Fair Family Night, 4-7 p.m.
Cook’s Day
Boss’s Day
Parent-Teacher Conferences, 4-7 p.m.
2-Hr Early Dismissal
NO SCHOOL
Trunk-or-Treat, 6-7:30 p.m.
Halloween Parties, 2-3 p.m.

December
5
10
20

CLES Art Show and Sale
2-Hr Early Dismissal
2-Hr Early Dismissal
***December 21-January 2***
NO SCHOOL (Winter Break)

